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respect to her as she entered the hall. She left immedial
ly the lecture was over. Some of her perorations the
were really wonderful.

I have also heard her in the Albert Hall172 in Londc
which is the biggest hall there with seating accommodate
for 10,000 persons. It was a crowded meeting that eve
ing (1912), at the close of a very long suffragette proce
sion. The women's movement was strong in 1911 wh<
I went with Mrs. Besant, and increased in strength during tl
years I was there. I saw this procession in which Mrs. Besa
played an important part. Various women that took pe
in the procession were dressed after the great women
the past who had played their part in history. Que<
Boadicea, Joan of Arc m, and others were all there. I c
not think Mrs. Besant was given any part that evenir
because it was obvious she was great in her own righ
So far as I remember she wore the Mason's robes th
day. Usually Masonic Lodges admit only men : but there
a Co-Masonic organisation in which women are also men
bers. Mrs. Besant was a high personage in it. In Benar<
there used to be a Co-Masonic Lodge in the hall of whic
the meetings of the t{ Sons and Daughters of India " 174 toe
place. While Mrs. Besant was walking in the procession
some old workman called out: t( Well done. Annie ; keep or
Annie." I learnt later that he was probably one of thos
who knew her in the old days when she was a labour worke
and when it was quite common to use Christian names ir
addressing each other. She walked all the way in tha
procession, though she was 63 years of age at the time, anc
delivered a speech along with others at the end. The onh